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"A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS NURSING SERVICE" 



NEXT month, it is hoped, will see 
the publication of the long- 
heralded "History of the American Red 
Cross Nursing Service." 

To attempt to give in brief to readers 
of the Journal the scope and treatment 
of this History, upon the compilation of 
which the authors have spent nearly 
four years, is a difficult task. Miss Dock 
has written the chapters which treat of 
the evolution of military nursing, the 
nursing service of the Civil and Spanish - 
American wars, the early period of 
Red Cross affiliation with the nursing 
profession, mobilization, class instruc- 
tion to women and rural nursing. Eliza- 



beth Pickett, who has been associated 
with the Director of the Nursing Service 
at National Headquarters since before 
the signing of the armistice, has writ- 
ten the chapters which relate to the 
European War. Of American Red 
Cross participation in international 
nurse education, of the founding of the 
League of Red Cross Societies, the es- 
tablishment of American methods of 
nurse education in foreign schools of 
nursing and of the child health units, 
Miss Noyes has written. Miss Fox tells 
of Red Cross public health nursing since 
the signing of the armistice. Anne Van 
Meter, one time Professor of Home 
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Economics of Ohio State University, has 
written of the Dietitian Service. 

Candor where vital principles are con- 
cerned, fairness and complete veracity 
(for the different sections have each 
been submitted to the various nurses 
who have been in charge of the various 
phases of work and their suggestions 
noted) and an attempt to make the 
book an interesting narrative as well as 
an authentic source, have been the 
policies which have guided the authors 
in the compilation of the History. The 
original sources quoted and the edi- 
torial comment in many instances lead 
the reader into verdant fields of nursing 
ethics and principles, as for instance a 
discussion of the struggle between the 
trained worker and the sentimentalist. 
On the other hand, the narrative takes 
the reader with the Army, the Navy, 
and the Red Cross Commissions to 
Great Britain, France, Belgium, Italy, 
Palestine, the Balkan States, Poland, 
Russia and Siberia and endeavors to in- 
terpret in the light of economic and 
military events the need for and results 
of American Red Cross nursing effort in 
those countries. In the words of the 
nurses themselves are told the strange- 
ness of far lands, the pathos of the 
refugees and rapatries f the brutal, piti- 
ful story of the wounded. The History 
will also prove a veritable "Who's Who" 
of the contemporary nursing world, be- 
cause full biographical material is given 
of the events, professional struggles and 
attainments of the many women who 
have built up the Service and carried its 
banner to the outposts of the civilized 
world. 

It may be said that the nursing pro- 
fession, alone among women's profes- 



sions, held at the outbreak of the Euro- 
pean War so well-entrenched and recog- 
nized a position that its members were 
given opportunities perhaps unparalleled 
in the history of woman's endeavor. 
These opportunities and the response 
made to them the History records and 
thus hopes, modestly, to receive a place 
among the feminist as well as the pro- 
fessional literature of this nation. 

The History will be published by The 
Macmillan Company in one volume of 
some twelve hundred pages, with thirty- 
two half-tone and five color illustrations 
and with full appendices of units and 
nurses decorated and deceased in war 
service and will be on sale, it is hoped, 
before Christmas at all bookstores. The 
retail price the copy will be five dollars. 
A special pre-publication offer of twenty 
per cent discount (four dollars the copy 
instead of five) has been made on all 
orders which are received with remit- 
tance before publication. 

Red Cross Annual Convention 

On October 9-11, the Chapter dele- 
gates of the American Red Cross met 
in annual convention at National Head- 
quarters, with a total attendance of 
four hundred and sixty-nine delegates. 
Among the sixty-one American Red 
Cross nurses present were many of the 
leading nurses of the country. Helen 
Scott Hay and Stella Matthews were 
Chapter delegates: Miss Hay from the 
Carrol County Chapter, Illinois; and 
Miss Matthews, whom readers of the 
Journal may remember as formerly the 
Chief Nurse of the American Red Cross 
Commission for Poland, from the 
Milwaukee (Wisconsin) Chapter. 

Miss Maxwell came down from New 
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York City. Marie T. Phelan, formerly 
head nurse of the dispensaries estab- 
lished by the American Red Cross Chil- 
dren's Bureau in Paris and later a mem- 
ber of the Commission for Greece; Miss 
Ahrens, Director of the Nursing Service 
of the Central Division, and Nellie F. 
Oxley, one-time Director of the Poto- 
mac Division Department of Nursing 
and now Superintendent of Nurses of 
the Northern Westchester (New York) 
District Nursing Association, were 
among the public health nurses in at- 
tendance. Mrs. Eliot Wadsworth, the 
bride of a member of the Executive 
Committee, now Assistant Secretary of 
the U. S. Treasury, attended. Before 
her marriage, Mrs. Wadsworth was 
Nancy Whitman, a graduate of the 
Presbyterian (New York City) School 
of Nursing. 

Out of the country visitors included 
Katherine Olmsted, Director, Division 
of Nursing of the League of Red Cross 
Societies; Mrs. William Wyllie and 
Elizabeth M. Wright of the Dominican 
Republic, and Genava S. Manongdo, of 
the American Red Cross Philippine 
Chapter, Manila, P. I. 

Work with the Refugees at Athens 

Hundreds of letters from Red Cross 
nurses are being received at National 
Headquarters, offering their services for 
work with the refugees from Asia 
Minor. The work of the Red Cross 
will be centralized at Athens, Greece, 
where the majority of the refugees are 
being sent. Fortunately, the Red Cross 
had stationed at that point Mrs. Char- 
lotte M. Heilman, who has been in 
charge of the Infant Welfare work for 
several years, and two Greek, American- 



trained, nurses, as well as a large group 
of Home Visitors. Mrs. Heilman im- 
mediately took charge of the nursing 
situation, and has utilized her personnel 
as far as possible for their care. In a 
recent letter, she states: 

The refugees are arriving by the thousands. 
They are huddled together at the Port of 
Piraeus like sheep. * * * I have been 
over the camps at the Port, and two of the 
smaller ones, and the people are all in bad 
condition. Refugees of the better class have 
been taken into homes at Piraeus and Athens. 
I have one young woman from the Y. W. C. A. 
in Smyrna, at my house. The ladies of 
Piraeus take the girls who are at the American 
School at Smyrna to their homes to bathe, 
and to give them a good meal, and then let 
them go to a Protestant church where they 
are camping. We all have to divide our 
clothes with the refugees because most of them 
have only what they are wearing. There are 
masses of children and small babies who need 
care. Miss Zacca, an American Red Cross 
nurse, and I made a plan, and gave it to 
the Director of the Ministry of Public Assist- 
ance, for the feeding and caring of these 
babies. There are no buildings. We are try- 
ing to persuade them (Greek authorities) to 
erect some wooden barracks for the children, 
so that we can separate them from the adults. 
There is so little work to be had in Greece, 
I am afraid there will be tremendous suffer- 
ing, as it gets colder. Already the children 
are crying with the cold at night, and there 
are no blankets to give. * * * The Ameri- 
cans in Athens have organized a Relief Com- 
mittee and will help in every way possible to 
assist the A. R. C. Upon this Committee — 
the Legation, the Consulate, the American 
School, Standard Oil Company, American 
Express Company are represented, with the 
Director of the Y. W. C. A. as Executive Sec- 
retary. 

The American Red Cross immediately 
cabled $25,000 to Rear-Admiral Mark 
Bristol, Chairman of the Constantinople 
Chapter, for temporary relief. Later 
this was augmented by a lump sum of 
$50,000 to supply clothing and blankets, 
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and another $25,000 for the purchase of 
medical supplies. This will probably be 
used in and around Constantinople. In 
order that supplies may be provided for 
the refugees in Athens, $50,000 has been 
cabled to the Red Cross representative 
in Paris to be devoted to the purchase 
of blankets and clothing, and $25,000 
for the purchase of medical supplies. 
The last record shows about one hun- 
dred thousand refugees in Athens, forty 
thousand in Salonika, with thousands 
pouring into these two cities from the 
territory in Greece overrun by the 
Turks. 

In order to augment Mrs. Heilman's 
nursing staff, Sophie C. Nelson and 
Rose Schaub have been ordered to pro- 
ceed from Vienna, Agnes Evon from 
Constantinople, and Theodora Legros 
from Paris. Dr. A. Ross Hill, Director 
of Foreign Operations, sailed for Europe 
on Friday. No nurses will be sent from 
America until Dr. Hill has an oppor- 
tunity to investigate the need. A small 
unit of qualified nurses is being held in 
readiness, however, to proceed upon the 
receipt of cable communication. 

Returning Personnel 

(Continued from the October Issue) 

Nurses who have completed their 
foreign service and have returned to the 
United States are Helen Scott Hay, 
Susan G. Rosenstiel, M. Elizabeth 
Shellabarger, Clarinda B. Akeroyd, Eva 
L. Morrison, Jeannie Fraser, Johanne E. 



Ericson, Maude Lee Judy, Pansy V. 
Besom, Mary E. L. Thrasher, May 
Louise White, Margaret K. Gray, 
Kathryn I. Monahan, Stella Grogan, 
Jean G. Waldron, Katherine Spann, 
Ruth Murray, Alice G. Carr, Thora 
Ingebritson, Alma J. Ahlstrom, Ida 
Dahl, Lillian J. Spelman, Josephine V. 
Herman, Nell Couch, Anna E. Rowe, 
Gladys Nicholson, Hazel Drake, Mar- 
garet A. McGregor, Clara G. Skornia, 
Stella S. Matthews, Margaret McCaug- 
hey, Sophia C. Zolaowska, Ruth A. 
Bracken, Glee Marshall, Martha M. 
Rhode, Adele Ronecker, Mary E. Steb- 
bins, Ida Rose Kratsch, Jennie B. 
Donald, Ada Taylor Graham, Elizabeth 
Gillespie, Katherine Pellow, Isabel T. 
Norkewicz, Edith Wood, Theda Belle 
Phelps, Margaret MacLellan, Dorothy 
Ledyard. 

Nurses who have been released, but 
whose sailings have been deferred, are 
Theodora C. Legros, Marion MacEwan, 
Agnes E. Evon, Eleanor Dove, Kath- 
erine MacFarland, Augustine Stoll, 
Freida Johnson, Dorothy Buttle, 
Aurelia S. George, Ethel G. Ericson, 
Georgia M. Glass, May A. Lundberg, 
Lydia Schmeisinig, Theresa Stinson. 

Nurses released from service with the 
Serbian Child Welfare Association are 
Mary Kate Allen, Ada Boone Coffey, 
Clara DuBrau, Anna Eddson, Mary R. 
Fleming, Inez C. Gilliland, Mary Jen- 
kins, Sara Lane, Ella McGovern, Dora 
Peterson, Helena M. Riordan, Isabel R. 
Hall and Annie Laurie Williams. 



"We all suffer ourselves to be too much concerned about a little poverty; but such con- 
siderations should not move us in the choice of that which is to be the business and the justifi- 
cation of so great a portion of our lives ; and like the missionary, the patriot, or the philosopher, 
we should all choose that poor and brave career in which we can do the most and best for 
mankind." — Robert Louis Stevenson. 



